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Shaping VET teachers for Australia's future:  
9th Annual Conference on VET Teaching and VET Teacher Education   

Monday 4th December 2023 9.00am - 5.00pm   
8.45 - 9.00am Registration 
9.00 - 9.10am Welcome: Dr Daryl South, Convenor, ACDEVEG 

Welcome to the conference: update on ACDEVEG activities 2023 
9.10 - 9.20am Opening Address: Hon Brendan O’Connor, Minister for Skills and Training 
9.20 -10.00am Keynote Address:  Australia’s transition to a net zero carbon economy: the implications for 

skills development 
Ass Prof Margarita Pavlova, The Education University of Hong Kong 

10.00-10.30am Morning Tea 
 Training Room One Training Room Two Board Room 

10.30-11.05am VOCEDplus: a fabulous free resource 
for Australia’s VET sector  

Tracy Gamlin (NCVER) 

VET Educator Skills in AI and Emerging 
Technologies 

Elissa McKenzie, Melanie Kyle (RMIT) 

 

11.10 - 11.45am What makes people want to become 
VET teachers? Research findings 

Erica Smith (FedUni), Daryl South (CSU), & 
Annette Foley (FedUni) 

Transforming school-based VET 
Teaching: A Contemporary Exploration 
of Artificial Intelligence 

Lisa Seddon (Teacher Registration Board, 
Tasmania) 

 

11.50 - 12.25am Collaborative challenge-based learning: 
teaching and learning for the VUCA 
world 

Melanie Williams, Angela Tsimiklis & 
Melissa Jennings (William Angliss Institute) 

Triple-qualified VET teachers: shaping 
sustainable, high-quality VET in schools 

Dr Karen O’Reilly-Briggs (Box Hill Institute), 
Dr Rochelle Fogelgarn & Dr Jacolyn Weller 
(La Trobe) 

 

12.30 - 12.55 The journey of a VET Teacher to a 
becoming a change agent for the future 

Jason Aquilina  

TAE22: Certificate IV in Training and 
Assessment. Have we got it right, yet? 

Rachel Fox (Kangan TAFE) 

 

12.55 -1.50pm Lunch 
 Training Room One Training Room Two Board Room 

1.50 - 2.25pm Empowering new educators: personal, 
organisational, and sectorial success 
Kay Schlesinger (ISS Institute) 

Adobe - Building student and staff 
capability  
Claudia Simiane, Al Briggs (RMIT) 

 

2.30 - 3.05pm 
 

From surviving to thriving: Enhance 
teaching and learning practices  
Owen Smith, Andrew Egan, & Engela van 
der Klashorst (VU) 

Empowering Indigenous Education: 
Indigenous Pedagogical Approaches 
and Adobe Digital Tools 
Nic Radoll, Claudia Simiane, & Al Briggs 
(RMIT) 

 

3.10 - 3.45 pm Change the Story: Katie Yates (Our 
Watch) 

How learner perspectives can inform 
VET teacher training: Anne Walstab (VU) 

 

3.45 – 4.05pm Afternoon Tea 
4.05  - 4.50pm Discussion panel: The importance of VET teachers to the VET system, now and the future.  

Led by Professor Annette Foley, Federation University. 
Emeritus Professor Andy Smith, VET researcher and former DVC Academic & Head of TAFE at Federation 
University; Andrew Shea, Chair of the TAE Training Package Technical Reference Group and Managing 
Partner, Tesserent Academy; Ass. Prof Margarita Pavlova, The Education University of Hong Kong. 

4.50 - 5.00pm Conference closing remarks: Dr Daryl South, Convenor, ACDEVEG 


